

Vol. 51, pp. 183-184 


November 3, 1938 


PROCEEDINGS 


OP THE 


BIOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF WASHINGTON 


A NEW VARIETY OF COTONEAST 


BY PAUL RUSSELL. 



In November, 1924, while traveling in Tibet, the English 
botanical explorer, Capt. F. Kingdon Ward, collected some 
cotoneaster seeds at a little place called Gyala. His field note is 
as follows : 

K. W. 6400. Cotoneaster. Gyala, 8,000 to 9,000 feet, 15/11/24. 
Shrub, prostrate on rocks, or erect, up to 3 to 4 feet high. Profusely 
covered with scarlet berries in winter. Open sunny situations among 
rocks in moderately dry region. 

As indicated by the field note, there were two forms observed, 
one erect, the other prostrate, and both forms have appeared 
among the plants grown from the seeds sent back to England by 
Captain Ward. In growth habit, at least, these two forms are 
quite distinct as grown by English gardeners. 

When the plants grown in English gardens had flowered and borne fruits, 
it became evident that this cotoneaster was a new species, and it was so 
described by James Comber under the name Cotoneaster conspicua.^ A more 
formal description was published the following year^ by C. V. B. Marquand. 

Through the courtesy of Major Lionel de Rothschild, of London, 
England, some of the original seeds collected by Captain Ward were pre- 
sented to the United States Department of Agriculture in 1925, and assigned 
Plant Introduction number 64253. From the seeds a plant was successfully 
grown at the United States Plant Introduction Garden at Glenn Dale, 
Maryland. This plant proved to be the prostrate form, and numerous 
propagations made from it, both by cuttings and seeds, have retained 
uniformly the habit and foliage characters of the parent plant. Chiefly 
because of this prostrate habit, and also because of the uniformly small 
leaves, it is proposed to describe this as a distinct botanical variety, as 
follows: 

1 Card. Chron. III. 99 ; 388. 1936. 

2 Kew Bull. ]Misc. Inf. 1937 : 119, 120. 1937. 
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Cotoneaster conspicua var. decora Russell, var. nov. 

Frutex prostratus, ramis lateralibus ascendentibus 60-70 cm. longis; 
folia elliptico-oblonga, 5-7 cm. longa, raro usque ad 10 cm. longa. 

Type in the National Arboretum Herbarium, No. 35381, collected by 
W. B. Clarke from a cultivated plant at San Jose, California, March, 1938. 

The name “decora” was first used in a horticultural sense by Mr. W. B, 
Clarke, a nurseryman of San Jose, California, who received two plants from 
the United States Department of Agriculture in 1929. At the present time 
there are large numbers of this cotoneaster established on the Pacific Coast 
under the name “Cotoneaster decora.” 

Under favorable conditions, Cotoneaster conspicua decora eventually 
becomes a dense evergreen mat up to 2.5 meters across and about 60 cm. 
high, with the main branches prostrate, and the lateral ascending branches 
occasionally 70 cm. in height. The solitary flowers, terminating very short 
spurs on the branchlets, have wide-spreading white suborbicular petals 
3 mm. long and 4 mm. wide, and the globose or obovoid scarlet fruits are 
about 9 mm. long and contain two pyrenes. 


